
EIP Networks team:
An introduction to the Networks 
team and our work. 

Thursday 20 April 2023.  
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Who are the EIP Networks team, what do we do and why do we do it!

• Introductions and purpose of today’s presentation. 

• What is a Section 37 application? Different types of applications.

• The role of Local Planning Authorities. 

• The application process. 

• How information is gathered. 

• The future: what’s coming our way and are we ready? 

Networks team



3

Introductions and purpose of this 

presentation: 

• What we do, why we do it and how we deliver.  

Focus today is on section 37 applications. 

• Purpose of this presentation – to raise the 

awareness of our work (the bigger picture) and 

the crucial role of LPAs.

• The enhancements made to the energy portal 

and the requests which will come your way.

Networks team
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The bigger picture: where do we fit in? 

• Security of supply – this is our core objective.  

• Net Zero – low carbon technologies, heat pumps, reinforce the electricity network. 

• Powering Up Britain: speeding up the planning process to attract investment – Reforming the 

planning process to enable the building of more energy infrastructure. 

• 50 GW commitment – on-land infrastructure. 

• Onshore network connections – more s37 applications. 

• Electricity Networks Strategic Framework – CfE. 

• Electric Vehicles – land rights and necessary wayleaves.

• BESS. 

• Planning reform. 

• Land Rights – we need to build vs environment and landowners rights
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What is Section 37?
It is Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 which establishes the statutory consenting process in England and Wales
to install and keep installed electric lines above ground.

Paragraph 1 of Schedule 9 to the Electricity Act 1989 sets the foundations for the S37 process and establishes 
specific duties on the Applicant and on the Secretary of State.

Sub-Paragraph 2
In considering any relevant proposals… the Secretary of State
shall have regard to—

a) the desirability of the matters mentioned in paragraph (a)
of sub-paragraph (1) above; and

b) the extent to which the person by whom the proposals were
formulated has complied with his duty under paragraph (b)
of that sub-paragraph.

Sub-Paragraph 1
In formulating any relevant proposals, a licence holder

a) shall have regard to the desirability of preserving natural
beauty, of conserving flora, fauna and geological or
physiographical features of special interest and of
protecting sites, buildings and objects of architectural,
historic or archaeological interest; and

b) shall do what he reasonably can to mitigate any effect
which the proposals would have on the natural beauty of
the countryside or on any such flora, fauna, features, sites,
buildings or objects.

Role of the Distribution Network Operator (DNO) Role of the Secretary of State (SoS)
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S37 Stats 2022 – Project Type
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Grid connection to new communication mast

Upgrades to enable operation of businesses

Grid connection to new power stations

Grid connection to new developments

Network upgrade/rebuild

New lines and diversions

Emergency works

S37 Applications per Project typeNew infrastructures: 76

Existing
infrastructures: 64

Bigger projects
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Application Process
“Pre-Application” Phase

• DNO prepares the application

• DNO consults with Statutory 
conservation Bodies

• DNO consults with LPAs

Decision Phase

• Decision on mitigations

• Agree methods

• Agree planning conditions

• Issue Decision

Application Phase

• Assessment of proposal, incl. views

• Mapping

• Consult with OGDs & SCBs

• Assessment of potential impacts

Average timescale between 6 to 12 weeksViews and reports are submitted to the SoS

All applications for consent are considered by the Secretary of State carefully on a case-by-case basis 
and a decision is taken on the merits of each proposal
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Public Inquiry
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important!!!



Energy Portal enhancement project
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In March 2022 we started a discovery project looking at redeveloping certain areas of the
energy portal, specifically the pre-application stage.

The main objectives are to introduce more automation to some parts of the necessary
wayleave and S37 process, to improve the application structure and user experience.

Project to be completed by 31 March 2023.

Synthesise

Service Map

Learn

Technical Exploration

Share and Engage

Workshops



Networks team11
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gathered
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The future: what we expect and what we are doing

• Increase in work – 50 GW commitment, onshore network connections, network connection projects, 

low carbon technologies, National Grid CPOs, more necessary wayleaves.  

• S37 applications becoming more high profile. 

• The quality of applications. 

• Stakeholder engagement. 

• Ways of Working – what can we do better, amend or stop? 
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Thank you!

Any questions?
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