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SDS Readiness Appendix B: Interdependencies 


This appendix collates some of the key indicative cross‑cutting strategy and policy interdependencies that an SDS must track to remain deliverable and examinable
These should be considered alongside the wider reformed plan‑making system (the new 30‑month Local Plan process draft NPPF and NDMPs) and emerging secondary legislation to the Planning and Infrastructure Act 2025 and any new provisions within the English Devolution and Community Empowerment Bill that will govern how evidence is prepared, consulted on and tested, and therefore how SDS policies, phasing and delivery statements must be structured. 
Together, these dependencies will need to be considered and alignment so that housing, employment land, infrastructure and climate objectives can be sequenced credibly
For clarity, this is only an indicative list of independent sources, evidence and strategies gathered to support SDS readiness. It is non‑exhaustive and should used to provide foundations to a live list (with regional nuance) which will need to be owned and managed or updated as national policy, regulatory guidance and regional delivery programmes evolve (e.g., subsequent RESP outputs, EDP roll‑out, or finalised NPPF text). 

· National Planning Policy Framework (2025 consultation) & NDMPs (non‑statutory signal) — policy basis for SDS/Local Plan climate, housing, transport and design standards (consultation closes 10 Mar 2026).
· Local Plan system (30‑month; Gateways 1–3; digital‑first) — timetable, evidence and examination dependencies across all LPAs (parallel running through 2026).
· Local Plan data standards & digital tools (planning. data / Create or update a Local Plan) — publish SDS/Local Plan layers in open formats (GeoJSON/GeoPackage/CSV) and use the new digital examination/representations services.
· Minerals & Waste Local Plans (county/unitary) — safeguarding, construction logistics and CE/aggregates interdependencies for strategic sites. [gov.uk], [researchbr...liament.uk], [essex.gov.uk]
· Sub‑national Transport Bodies (STB) strategies (TfN, Midlands Connect, EEH, Transport East, etc.) — corridor priorities and business‑case alignment for rail/road/transit. [en.wikipedia.org], [assets.pub...ice.gov.uk], [englandsec...rtland.com]
· Local Transport Plans (LTP5) & Local Transport Grant (capital/resource) — funding and policy dependencies for mass transit/active travel/roads (allocations 2026/27–2029/30 capital; resource to 2028/29).
· Modern Industrial Strategy (2025) — policy & sector plans — 10‑year strategy framing growth missions and 8 priority sectors (Advanced Manufacturing; Clean Energy; Creative; Digital & Tech; Financial Services; Life Sciences; Professional & Business Services; Defence); align SDS sector policies and investment prospectus to the relevant Sector Plans and quarterly updates. [gov.uk], [questions-...liament.uk]
· UK Infrastructure: A 10‑Year Strategy (2025) — long‑term, cross‑sector pipeline and funding certainty (transport, energy, water, digital, flood, housing & social infra) overseen by NISTA; use to evidence SDS critical‑path dependencies and timing for local business cases. [gov.uk], [questions-...liament.uk]
· Regional Energy Strategic Planning (RESP) — NESO/Ofgem — NESO‑led Regional Energy Strategic Plans set whole‑system regional energy priorities and inform network business plans; SDS energy/heat and site phasing should reference the relevant RESP/tRESP outputs and engagement timetable. [neso.energy], [ofgem.gov.uk]
· Environmental Delivery Plans (EDPs) & Nature Restoration Fund (NRF) — new route (Planning & Infrastructure Act 2025) to address protected site/species impacts via strategic conservation plans and a levy; SDS should map candidate EDP catchments and charging schedules where these unlock housing or infrastructure. [local.gov.uk]
· Bus Service Improvement Plans (BSIPs) & Enhanced Partnerships (EPs) — revenue and governance conditions behind SDS mode‑share targets and bus priority.
· Project Gigabit (BDUK) — gigabit‑ready requirements and alignment to regional contract pipelines/coverage. [gov.uk], [gov.uk]
· Homes England Strategic Plan 2025–2030 & Investment Roadmap (incl. National Housing Bank) — place‑based delivery, enabling infrastructure and funding routes (grant/debt/equity/guarantees).
· UK Infrastructure Bank (Local Authority Advisory & Lending) — gilts+40 bps lending and advisory support to aggregate investable heat/renewables/NBS/regeneration pipelines.
· NESO/Ofgem Connections Reform (TMO4+) — “first ready & needed” queue; Gate 2 → Whole Queue evidence requirements for grid‑dependent sites. [experience...arcgis.com], [assets.pub...ice.gov.uk]
· Heat Network Zoning (regulations due 2026) & Ofgem heat regulation — candidate zones, anchor loads and consumer‑protection milestones. [ofwat.gov.uk], [red-on-line.com]
· Drainage & Wastewater Management Plans (DWMPs) — wastewater capacity/overflow/NBS programmes and adoption agreements tied to W1 gates. [gov.uk], [anglianwater.co.uk]
· Water Resources Management Plans (WRMP24) & regional water resources plans (WRSE/WRE/WRN/WRW/WCWR) — supply–demand resilience and strategic resource options. [gov.uk], [ofwat.gov.uk], [thameswater.co.uk]
· River Basin Management Plans (RBMPs) & Catchment Data Explorer — legal environmental objectives and programmes of measures by basin/catchment. [gov.uk], [environmen...ata.gov.uk]
· FCERM Strategy & Regional Flood and Coastal Committees (RFCCs) — flood/coastal resilience investments and adaptive pathways to 2100. [gov.uk], [gov.uk]
· Shoreline Management Plans (SMPs) & SMP Refresh — coastal policy units (Hold the Line/Managed Realignment/No Active Intervention) embedded in spatial choices. [gov.uk], [environmen...ata.gov.uk]
· Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) statutory regime & LNRS — maintain 10% BNG; note NSIPs BNG from May 2026 and pending ≤0.2 ha small‑site SI; align with Local Nature Recovery Strategies. [midlandsconnect.uk], [committees...liament.uk], [assets.pub...ice.gov.uk]
· Integrated Care Strategies (ICPs) & ICB Joint Forward Plans — population health, primary/community care hubs and Core20PLUS5 inequality priorities in growth areas. [gov.uk], [england.nhs.uk]
· Local Skills Improvement Plans (LSIPs) 2026–2029 (Skills England) — employer‑led skills priorities and joint‑ownership model with Strategic Authorities. [gov.uk], [gov.uk]
· One Public Estate (OPE) / Government Property Strategy / State of the Estate — public‑estate rationalisation, BLRF and co‑location opportunities for SDS sites. [local.gov.uk], [gov.uk], [gov.uk]
· Port Masterplans & (Draft) National Policy Statement for Ports — port capacity, safeguarding and inland access dependencies for logistics/employment land. [nsip-docum...ate.gov.uk], [assets.pub...ice.gov.uk]
· Airspace Modernisation & Airport DCO/Safeguarding (CAA/DfT) — airport capacity/airspace changes and statutory consultee processes affecting land‑use around airports. [gov.uk], [caa.co.uk]
· Historic Environment Records (HERs) & Historic England plan‑making guidance (GPA1 etc.) — heritage evidence, site allocations and significance‑led policies in SDS/Local Plans. [historicen...and.org.uk], [historicen...and.org.uk]
· DESNZ Local Net Zero support (Local Net Zero Hubs, Accelerator) & Great British Energy schemes — programme support and funding routes for local renewables/heat projects.
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