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Introduction 

• Government funded, part of the 

Local Govt. Association (LGA)

• We help local planning authorities:
o Respond to planning reform

o Implement change

o Improve - share good practice

• PAS support programmes 
o Performance

o Strategy

o Resources



Overview

Time Item

5 mins Introduction 

20 mins Nature in context

15 mins Over to you…

• What are the challenges and opportunities?

• What can you do in your role as a member?

15 mins What’s next?

• What is your takeaway action?

• Opportunity to continue the conversation

Aims:

• help you understand why considering nature is important for all cabinet members and portfolio holders;

• explain how nature fits into the wider context of changes to local government and planning; 

• explore opportunities for investing in local nature, and

• provide you with take away actions on what you can do to support and benefit from nature.



To join the Slido: scan the 

QR code...

Or you can join by using the 

links provided in the chat.

Slido details

SLIDO QUESTION - Has your local authority declared a nature/biodiversity emergency?



Councillor Cohort / Network

By the end of the 

session, we'd like 

your views...

• Councillor's Network

• Share ideas, ask 

questions, solve 

problems

• Support by PAS



Why a nature ‘emergency’?

• Climate and biodiversity crises – UK is in bottom 

10% globally and worst G7 nation for biodiversity 

loss. 

• Health crisis: Annual loss to economy due to 

mental health absence estimated at £70 - £100bn. 

• Nature is key to mitigating & adapting to climate 

change and supporting health & wellbeing.

• Focus on nature conservation hasn’t stopped 

decline → need to move towards nature recovery.

State of Nature 2023

http://www.stateofnature.org.uk/


What do we need to do to restore nature?

The typical components of a terrestrial ecological network. Source: Lawton et al., 2010

• We need: ‘more, bigger, better, and more 

joined up’ spaces for nature (Lawton review of 

2010).

• Nature networks are better at delivering all the 

benefits that nature provides.

• Planning for nature early helps protect what’s 

important and deliver nature in the right places.

• Local Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRS) are a 

key part of this.



How do we address the nature emergency 
alongside our other priorities... ?

How can nature help?

Key challenges

• Funding gap

• Rising costs

• Climate change

• Social care

• Mental and physical health

• Housing need

• Aging population

How can nature help?

• Healthier housing and places

• Active transport

• Better health and well being

• Climate change adaptation and 
mitigation

• Reduced flood risk

• Improved air and water quality

• Thriving biodiversity

Outcomes

• Increasing prosperity

• Strengthening 
communities

• Reducing inequalities

• Improving the environment

• Protecting the vulnerable



The benefits of nature for people 

The annual value of air 

pollution removal services 

by urban vegetation was 

around £800 million in 

avoided negative health 

impacts in 2021.

 Good access to 

green space in England 

could save £2.1bn per  

 year in health costs.

 In 2015, 2.1m 

active visitors to urban blue 

and green spaces provided 

74,000 quality adjusted life 

years to society.

Urban nature provides 

over £15 billion of 

benefits to the economy 

every year.

For every £1 invested in 

specialised health or social 

needs projects which 

connect people to nature, 

there is a £7 social return.



The cost of doing nothing

Source: Oxfordshire County Council & Brillianto

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/file/countryside/GreenInfrastructureSummaryReport.pdf


Funding and financing nature

Common sources

• Public sector funding

• Planning and development

• Output-based payments for 

ecosystem services 

• Opportunities to unlock place- 

based funding

• Income generation and loans

• Alternative asset management 

structures

Alternative sources

• Taxation, incl levies

• Multi agency opportunities

• Private funding, such as 

through water companies and 

corporates 

• Charitable giving and voluntary 

sector involvement 



Lots of change on the way…
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Change – challenge vs opportunity

What are the opportunities?

• Planning at a strategic scale and integrating nature into plans and strategies is 
exactly what is needed to restore nature and for nature to best deliver wider 
benefits for communities.

• Collaboration and partnerships are key to taking action for nature recovery.

How does this all link up to what you’re doing and your priorities and 
challenges?

Council’s 
Corporate Plan

Environmental 
Strategy

Projects and 
delivery

Nature



Wiltshire Council – Corporate Plan

Sustainable Environment
• Total Wiltshire emissions CO2
• Wiltshire Council’s carbon footprint
• No. EV charging points
• Council homes retrofitted for energy 

efficiency/renewable energy
• Renewable energy capacity in 

Wiltshire
• No. Solar Together installations
• Renewable energy generated on the 

council estate (kWh)
• Number of staff and Cllrs completing 

carbon literacy training
• Nature based solutions for climate 

change
• Sequestering carbon – tree planting
• New development nitrogen impacts 

mitigated
• Council land used for mitigation 

using nature based solutions
• % recycling
• Pushing waste disposal methods up 

the waste hierarchy

Empowered People
• Connecting people with nature – 

physical and mental wellbeing

Resilient Society
• Community engagement – joint 

delivery of projects
• % Planning applications 

completed

Thriving Economy

• Green corridors for nature and 
people

• Commercial sector – farming food 
security/nature

• Circular economy



North Devon Council Carbon, Environment 
and Biodiversity Plan

• July 2019 - North Devon Council declared 

a Climate Emergency which committed a 

target to reach net carbon neutrality by 

2030. 

• June 2022 - Carbon, Environment and 

Biodiversity Plan sets out the Council’s 

road map to carbon neutrality recognising 

the need to integrate climate change and 

sustainability into the heart of their 

governance and processes.  

Source: North Devon Council

https://democracy.northdevon.gov.uk/documents/s24631/Appendix%202%202023%20Update%20to%20North%20Devon%20Councils%20Carbon%20Environment%20Biodiversity%20Plan.pdf


Project – Roundbarrow Nature Reserve



Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG): Opportunities

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG)

• Ensures habitats in a better state after development complete

• Developments much achieve minimum 10% net gain

• Gain is measured in 'Biodiversity Units' (BUs)

• BUs created by enhancements to land 

The BNG 'hierarchy' 

• Onsite - BNG achieved by creating BUs on land within the development site

• Offsite (1) – BNG achieved purchasing BUs created on land outside development site)

• Offsite (2) - BNG achieved by purchasing 'credits' directly from government - 'last resort') 

Habitat Banking:

• If onsite not possible - offsite BUs required

• Landowners enhance land to create biodiversity units (BUs) for sale £ to developers - 

'habitat banking'.



Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG): Opportunities

• LPA Strategy:

o Facilitate habitat bank creation

o Support local development, local biodiversity gains

o Local habitat banks – process, legal agreements

o Service – income for advice

o Council's own land – create income for Council

o OR happy to see BNG delivered elsewhere?

• Councillor role:

o Contribute to / approve strategy / link to other 

corporate and environmental objectives

o Approvals for change of use of land

o Setting prices, approving investments

o Approve communications, press releases, articles

o Liaising with communities and local groups

Challenges/risk

• Resources, skills

• Market regulation

• Nature Markets trading



• What are the challenges and 
opportunities?

• What can you do in your role as a 
member?

• What do you want to know more 
about?

Over to you…

SLIDO QUESTION – Why are members important in the response 
to the nature emergency?

SLIDO QUESTION - As a member, what have you done within 
your local authority to address the nature emergency? 



Potential Benefits from a Member Network

• Awareness of the range of solutions that 
might be available to you through peer 
discussions. 

• Sharing knowledge and perspectives 
surrounding recent development on nature. 

• A level of reassurance, to ensure you're on 
the right track. 

• Improving your understanding of nature's 
importance and integrating this within 
current and future council priorities

• The ability to promote both good and bad 
practice in a private space to support other 
member peers in responding to individual 
local challenges.

SLIDO QUESTION – Would you find a members' network useful?



What's Next?

A special thank you for championing nature recovery within 

your communities...And for attending this session! 

SLIDO QUESTION – What’s your main takeaway action from the session today?

Local Authority Nature Recovery Toolkit | Local Government Association

https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/environment/nature-recovery-local-authorities/local-authority-nature-recovery-toolkit-0


Thank you for attending  

youtube.com/@paswebmaster

Linkedin.com/in/pas-team-4935556128

pas@local.gov.uk

SLIDO QUESTION – Did you find this session useful?

mailto:pas@local.gov.uk
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