
Local Government Employment
Quarter 3, 2017

Summary
Headcount: 1,482,500
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE): 1,068,200

Male: 360,400 (24.3%)
Female: 1,122,100 (75.7%)

Full-time: 684,900 (46.2%)
Part-time: 797,600 (53.8%)

Permanent: 1,303,000 (87.9%)
Temporary/Casual: 179,500 (12.1%)

Table 1: Headcount and FTE by Type of Authority 

Type Headcount FTE

English Unitary 307,000 221,400

London Borough 181,300 138,400

Met District 334,600 243,800

Shire County 436,800 296,700

Shire District 86,900 69,700

Welsh Unitary 135,800 98,300

Table 2: Employment by Type of Authority  (headcount)

Type
Male Full-

time
Female Full-

time
Male Part-

time
Female 

Part-time
Permanent

Temporary/ 
Casual

English Unitary 54,500 84,300 20,400 147,900 269,400 37,600

London Borough 39,700 62,400 11,500 67,800 158,400 23,000

Met District 60,000 97,700 19,400 157,500 303,200 31,400

Shire County 52,800 113,900 25,100 245,000 387,300 49,600

Shire District 33,000 22,900 7,800 23,300 75,800 11,200

Welsh Unitary 27,300 36,500 9,000 62,900 109,000 26,800

Figure 1: Employment Distribution by Type of Authority 
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Table 3: Headcount and FTE by Region

Region Headcount FTE

East Midlands 113,000 80,500

East of England 138,500 95,300

London 181,300 138,400

North East 73,400 54,600

North West 202,700 143,600

South East 214,600 153,900

South West 110,300 79,200

Wales 135,800 98,300

West Midlands 152,000 110,000

Yorkshire and the Humber 160,800 114,500

Table 4: Employment by Region (headcount)

Region
Male Full-

time
Female Full-

time
Male Part-

time
Female 

Part-time
Permanent

Temporary/ 
Casual

East Midlands 20,800 30,000 7,200 55,100 99,200 13,800

East of England 22,000 37,000 8,400 71,100 122,400 16,100

London 39,700 62,400 11,500 67,800 158,400 23,000

North East 15,700 22,500 4,300 30,800 65,600 7,800

North West 33,600 60,200 12,400 96,600 178,900 23,900

South East 34,500 59,000 12,400 108,800 191,400 23,200

South West 20,500 27,400 7,600 54,800 100,900 9,300

Wales 27,300 36,500 9,000 62,900 109,000 26,800

West Midlands 24,600 42,200 9,300 76,000 135,900 16,100

Yorkshire and the Humber 28,700 40,400 11,200 80,500 141,300 19,500

Figure 1: Employment Distribution by Region

Source: ONS Quarterly Public Sector Employment Survey.
Local Government Association Analysis and Research
www.lga.gov.uk/payandworkforce
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